THE KAISER AND ENGLISH RELATIONS

his rudeness and arrogance. He was very quick-tempered
himself, and it is idle to suppose that he always maintained
an attitude of impenetrable cordiality. In addition to this
natural antipathy between the two, the Emperor was
extremely jealous of the man who was so genial and whom
everybody liked, and for the sake of indulging this jealousy
he committed these quaint stupidities. If his object
had been to pick a quarrel with England and to render
any future rapprochement more difficult, he could not have
behaved himself in a way better calculated to attain that
end, and yet all the time his real aim was precisely the
opposite. Then, feeling himself unappreciated and mis-
understood, he left these ungracious shores, and, as if
following the advice of the Standard, that he should
launch any further insults against the French from his
own territory, he went a tour with the Empress to the
battlefields of Alsace and Lorraine. In order to remind
the French that his speech to the sailors on his cruiser
was a reasoned performance, he unveiled a statue of his
father at Worth, and declared that the provinces were
part of the German Empire for ever. The ironical
dispositions of destiny decreed that twenty-three years
later he and they were simultaneously severed from it,
he by his self-sought exile in Holland, and the provinces
by their reunion with France.